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Its been a remarkable year at your favorite college. If you 
havent had the opportunity to witness our progress first-hand, 
let me paint fir you a picture of the new TJC landscape. 

In August, we announced the name of what will be the 
largest building on our Main campus, the Robert M. Rogers 
Nursing and Health Sciences Center. The foundation is 
nearing completion and very soon the steel frame will rise high 
into the sky. With a recent land acquisition, the College now 
owns all of the land bordered by Fleishel Avenue, Fifth Street 
and Second Street. What a dramatic improvement this facility 
will provide for this parcel of land. 

And, before it is complete, we anticipate the beginning of 
construction on a new residence hall just to the east, between 
Magnolia and Baxter avenues. The new residence hall will 
add250 more on-campus beds and serve as a western entry 
point for students walking between the new Rogers center and 
the rest of the Main campus. 

On our West Campus, a new three-stoiy addition to the Skills Training Center will make it 
a premier building, where energy career and technical training will prepare students for high- 
paying, high-demandjobs. 

The year 2014 stands to be a great one in the history of TJC. Well see the addition of womens 
softball, watch as three major constniction projects are coming to a conclusion and begin plans to 
introduce these new facilities to our students and the community in 2015. 

Well continue to reap the benefits of a College-wide emphasis on safety and civility, an initiative 
that has transformed our campus and attracted national attention. And, well watch the growth of 
our honors program, implemented in 2013 as a means to attract and scholarship the very brightest 
students in our region. 

I invite you to come see what were up to and how it is impacting this great community. There 
truly is no college like TJC anywhere, and things look brighter than ever! 



Dr. L. Michael Metke 
President, Tyler Junior College 



The new Energy Center is set to open on the TJC West Campus in 2015. 
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In the early morning of every Sept. 17, a quiet ceremony is held at Windsor Plaza to observe 
Founders’ Day and to remember TJC faculty, staff and board members who have passed 
away in the last year. The TJC president speaks, a prayer is offered, and the Chamber Singers 
perform a song of remembrance, followed by a reading of the names of the recently departed 
TJC family members. On Founders'Day 2013 - the College’s 87th birthday-TJC honored 
the memories of Jay Corley, Emogene King, Fay Richardson, Kenneth Stegall, 

Seymour Van Os and Radiance Young. 
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TJC Honors Program raises the stakes on academic performance 












Students in the TJC Honors Program have access to their own, private study lounge on the third floor of 
Rogers Student Center. 


W ith a beefed-up curriculum, 

scholarship incentives and a new 
director, the Tyler Junior College Honors 
Program is attracting more of the areas best 
and brightest students. 

The task of creating the advanced learning 
environment fell into the hands of one of 
TJC’s newest professors, T.J. McLemore. 

“I literally signed my grad thesis and 
drove down here the same week and started 
teaching,” McLemore said of his hasty 
introduction to TJC. 

McLemore began teaching courses at TJC 
in 2011 after graduating with a Master of 
Fine Arts from Boston University. 

Within a year, TJC administrators 
approached McLemore to reinvigorate the 
TJC Honors Program. He had experience 
with a similar program as an undergrad at 
Baylor, but running a program — essentially 
from the ground up - was a new experience. 

“That’s how it usually goes with 
academics,” he said. “You learn it, and I had 
to learn it fast.” 

The honors program was going through a 
period of transition, he said, and it suffered 
from a lack of visibility, support and students. 

With a new directive and increased 
support from TJC President Dr. Mike Metke 
and Vice Presidents Dr. Kimberly Russell and 
Dr. Charles Florio, the program got the push 
it needed. 

“They were able to restructure the college’s 
scholarships and breathe life into the 
program,” he said. “I was lucky enough to be 
in the right place at the right time.” 

With a clear mission for the program came 
financial incentive for students: full-ride 
scholarships. 

Anyone who graduates in the top 10 
percent of their class is qualified for a full 
scholarship that covers tuition and fees. 

There are currently 170 students in the 
honors program, many of whom live in 
their own living and learning community 
on the third floor of the Ornelas Residential 
Complex. 

“Part of our mission statement is to bring 
these students here and show the community 
and the state that this is a place of serious 
academic inquiry and performance,” 
McLemore said. 

Students in the honors program run the 
gamut in majors and fields of study, but 
they all take classes with smaller sizes — in 
many cases less than 15 students - and the 
coursework is more rigorous. 

“They’re doing harder work, and they’re 
doing more work,” McLemore said. “A lot 
of times the students will say it’s easier than 


their other courses because they’re getting 
such great interaction with their peers and 
faculty.” 

McLemore says the goal is to provide a 
high-quality, rigorous, interdisciplinary and 
holistic educational experience, similar to 
what a student would receive at a small four- 
year college. 

“1 think most people coming out of high 
school right now are unprepared. Even 
honor students are not prepared to be honor 
students,” McLemore said. “They have to be 
made into honor students. We have to really 
challenge them. 

“We have to say, you’re smart, but let’s take 
it to the next level.’” 

One of those students taking things to 
the next level is Hannah Shipley, a freshman 
Apache Belle and honors student. 

Shipley, a 2013 graduate of Lindale High 
School, began her college career with almost 
40 credit hours under her belt. 

“I’m technically a sophomore,” she said. 

Shipley said the intimate classes and help 
from her peers are the biggest benefits of the 
honors program. 

“You have other professors who are 
specifically with the honors program; so if 
you ever need help with a class or help with 
writing, they’re always there if you need 
them,” she said. “You have a real personal 
connection.” 

In addition to the living and learning 
environment, the honors program has its 
own study lounge on the third floor of 
Rogers Student Center. 

“We can go up there and study and 
make coffee and help each other with work, 
because a lot of us are in the same classes,” 
Shipley said. 

“We get to be our own little group and 


help each other out.” 

Shipley, an international studies major, 
plans to transfer after she finishes her time as 
an Apache Belle. Her short list includes the 
University of North Texas, The University of 
Texas at Austin and Texas A&M. 

When Shipley transfers, she’ll be a part of 
a growing list of TJC students who go on to 
competitive, four-year institutions. 

“We transferred a student to the UT Tyler 
honors program, and we’ve transferred a 
couple of students to UT Austin,” McLemore 
said. 

“We sent one to Baylor on a full 
scholarship last year. We’ve already seen some 
great students here and had some success 
stories, and we are going to see a lot more in 
the coming years.” 

The smaller class size helps keep the honors 
program operating at a healthy level without 
being overloaded with students. After this 
year, the program will have close to 230 
students, which McLemore says is plenty big. 

“My hope would be that a lot of them, 
through the program, will learn to view the 
world in a more whole way, that they’ll be 
more well-rounded people,” McLemore said. 

“Part of my goal for the program is that it 
simulates a liberal arts environment, where 
there’s this ferment of ideas and questions 
are being asked, and they’re challenging their 
perceived traditions, they’re challenging our 
societal assumptions, they’re challenging their 
own assumptions.” 

For more information about the TJC 
Honors Program, visit tjc.edu/honors or 
contact the honors office at 

903-510-2893. 

Allen Arrick is TJC multimedia content 
producer. 


< Hannah Shipley (left), a first-year student from Lindale, credits the intimate class sizes and help from her peers 
as the biggest benefits of the TJC Honors Program. Pictured with Shipley is T.J. McLemore, program director. 




























Ya-A-Te retreat promotes student leadership, teamwork 


By Lauren Tyler 

I n the Apache vernacular, “ya-a-te” 
means “welcome,” making it the 
perfect name for Tyler Junior Colleges 
leadership retreat held every August 
for incoming freshmen and returning 
sophomores. 

Now in its seventh year, Ya-A-Te has 
become a popular TJC tradition and a rite 
of passage for new Apaches. 

“It prepared me better for the things 
to come and helped me be a more social 
person,” Rusk freshman Emilee Caldwell 
said. “I will be back next year!” 

The primary goal of Ya-A-Te is to 
provide students with the skills needed to 
be successful campus leaders. At a four-year 
institution, students would have more time 
to explore organizations, gain experience 
and ease into leadership roles. At a two-year 


institution such as TJC, students have less 
time to prepare for leadership positions. 

Ya-A-Te puts TJC students on a fast 
track to responsibility and teaches them 
skills such as time management, diversity, 
teamwork and career planning. 

“In addition to learning valuable 
leadership skills, Ya-A-Te also provided 
me an opportunity to build lasting 
relationships,” says Cody Wooster, a 
freshmen nursing major from Baytown. 

The TJC Office of Student Affairs 
and the Center for Student Life and 
Involvement staff plan and execute the 
retreat. In addition, there are some faculty 
and staff members who volunteer their 
time to teach various workshops and assist 
with training and developing these future 
TJC leaders. 


Each year, Houston-based motivational 
speaker Jonathan Sprinkles provides 
educational sessions throughout the four- 
day retreat on confidence building, public 
speaking and personality types. 

“Mr. Sprinkles really helped me to 
discover the qualities of a successful leader, 
which in turn helped me to become 
student body president today,” said Chase 
Flemming, a sophomore biology major 
from Hallsville. 

During Ya-A-Te, freshmen and 
sophomores attend numerous workshops 
designed specifically for their classification. 
Presenters tailor the messages to apply to 
the needs of eager, incoming freshmen or 
those of more experienced sophomores. 

Students are also divided into four tribes, 
each with its own traditional Apache tribal 
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Ya-A-Te participants compete in a variety of games and teambuilding exercises during their four-day retreat. 


Lauren Tyler is TJC director of student 
activities. 


name such as Kiowa, Mescalero, Lipan and 
Chiricahua. This allows them to meet and 
become acquainted not only with students 
in their cabin, but also other Apaches in 
their tribes and their class. 

Throughout the years this program 
has had many improvements such as the 
addition of tribal games that take place five 
times throughout the camp to provide an 
opportunity for bonding, teamwork and 
perseverance. 

“It was very competitive and a great 
team experience because you learned how 
to bond with your team and work with 
a diverse group,” said La’Quisha Rose, a 
freshman nursing major from Mesquite. 

The first Ya-A-Te was held on campus in 
2007, and it was held at Sky Ranch in Van 


the next year. Since 2011, it has been held 
at Pine Cove Camp. Student tribal leaders 
and camp coordinators were added to the 
staff in 2012, to allow even more leadership 
opportunities for more experienced 
students. After each year’s retreat, staff 
members evaluate what worked and what 
could be improved upon, to make Ya-A-Te 
better each year. 

Staff members strive to provide incoming 
freshmen with a smooth transition from 
high school to college along with vital 
information to become actively involved in 
campus life. 

Meanwhile, Ya-A-Te delivers the 
necessary tools for returning sophomores 
to be able to take initiative on campus 
and become leaders inside and outside 
the classroom. The mentorship aspect and 
guidance comes naturally throughout the 
week as freshmen interact with sophomores 
through games and activities. 

Tyler sophomore Urbano Lino said, 
“Ya-A-Te was a thrilling experience. It was 
a great chance to interact with individuals 
with different perspectives concerning 
college and their life’s ambitions.” 

The future for Ya-A-Te looks bright 
as it serves all three promises of TJC 
with educational leadership sessions, fun 
activities, and participation in community 
service during the retreat. This is one TJC 
tradition that is sure to continue. 
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It Happened ‘One Night’ 

Students learn hard, cold facts about what it 5 s like to be homeless 


By Elise Mullinix 

T he bitterly cold temperatures hadn’t set in yet; but at 40 

degrees, Tuesday, Nov. 19, was plenty chilly enough to make 
a point for some 100 TJC students who participated in “One 
Night Without a Home” in Tyler’s Bergfeld Park. 

This marked the fourth time the Smith County Coalition for 
the Homeless has hosted the overnight “sleep out,” to dispel myths 
about the homeless population and raise understanding during 
National Hunger & Homeless Awareness Month. 

Dr. Deborah Kelley, TJC sociology/psychology professor and 
department chair of behavioral sciences said, “The night started 
with us all having dinner at the Salvation Army. After dinner - 
which was quite good, by the way - we walked from the Salvation 
Army to Bergfeld Park. It wasn’t far but it was difficult, since we 
carried our sleeping bags and pillows. 

“Some students brought little rolling baskets. Others brought 
blankets in their backpacks with very little else. The students were 
excited and expectant as we marched along.” 


When they arrived at the amphitheater, participants listened 
to music performed by a local rabbi and heard speeches from 
representatives of several non-profit agencies. 

“As night set in, the mood quickly became more somber and 
reflective,” Kelley said. “We learned about what they offered in 
response to the growing number of homeless in Smith County. 

We also heard from a few people who are presently homeless. All 
three were unusual, in that they were what might be categorized 
as the new homeless.’ One had a college degree and another had 
technical training. Both had lost their jobs. You realize that the 
homeless don’t all look alike - that there are more middle class who 
are slipping into that category for a variety of reasons.” 

The homeless person with the college degree got the attention of 
TJC students. 

“It’s not something you expect at all,” said Whitehouse freshman 
Elijah Stevenson. “You’re told that if you go to college, study hard 
and get a degree, you’ll get a job and it will all work out. What I 
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After dinner at the local Salvation Army, the group of about 100 participants gathered their few belongings and walked to Bergfeld Park. 


also learned from the speakers was that it 
wasn’t a single event that led to them being 
homeless; it was a series of decisions and 
choices they made. It was gradual.” 

At the end of the program, the group 
held a candlelight ceremony as names were 
called of homeless people who had died 
during the last year. 

Then came bedtime - sans beds. Since 
many homeless spend most of their time 
alone, participants were encouraged not to 
congregate but to disperse throughout the 
park and find a place to sleep. 

It wasn’t a peaceful night. The park 
was noisy and bright, with cars going 
by constantly, sirens, honking, people 
laughing, talking and walking around. And 
it was cold. 

“There was no sleeping, because all you 
could think about was how cold you were,” 
Stevenson said. “You hear the cliche about 
counting your blessings; and that entire 
night, you’re just going through everything 
you’re thankful for: a home, a job, a warm 
bed - all of the really basic things that we 
take for granted. It opened my eyes.” 

At 5 a.m., participants woke and 
gathered once again in the amphitheater to 
discuss the experience. 

Students were transformed by their night 
of homelessness. 

Stevenson said, “For me personally, what 
really hit home was that homelessness exists 
here in Tyler, Texas. It’s not some vague 
thing that happens somewhere else. It’s here 
and it isn’t as uncommon as we think.” 


Students and professors braved chilly temperatures in Bergfeld Park during “One Night Without a Home. ” 


“I can honestly say that last night 
changed my life,” TJC student Michelle 
Knapp said. “It was such a humbling 
experience. Those people out there need 
a voice. They need people who care. They 
need to know that they are not invisible. 

So instead of passing judgment on the 
homeless, let’s affirm to them that they 
are noticed - smile at them, give them eye 
contact, acknowledge them, and help them. 

“I feel such a strong desire to help. I can’t 
wait to start volunteering and I hope that 
leads me to do more and more to help.” 

Stevenson said, “There’s really no way to 
fully comprehend what homeless people 
actually go through on a daily basis. For us, 
it was just one night; but it was a night we 
will never forget.” 

Elise Mullinix is TJC editorial manager. 


Some students brought sleeping bags while others 
settled into their cardboard boxes. 
























Return of the Native 

Long-lost statue of Dr. Harry Jenkins comes home to TJC 

By Fred M. Peters 


F or a long time, he was missing. For 11 
years, he was known as “George.” But 
now the statue of former Tyler Junior College 
President Dr. Harry E. Jenkins is back to his old 
self - and back at the college where his namesake 
made such an impact. 



For nearly two decades, the statues theft, 
discovered on Easter Sunday 1995, was the 
subject of much speculation. The rumors were 
rampant: he’s at the bottom of Lake Tyler; he was 
melted for cash; he was spotted in a frat house 
in Austin. Who stole him and where he traveled 
between April 16, 1995 and a summer day in 
2002 remains unknown. 

Thanks to a reopened “cold case” investigation 
launched by TJC in August 2011, the statues last 
host was able to connect the Jenkins statue to its 
past and return it, producing a news story that 
went viral and made headlines nationwide. 

“I’m actually a building engineer and worked 
for an apartment complex from 2001 to 2011,” 
Bernardo “Berny” Trevino, of Austin, said during 
a news conference in July. “In summer 2002, we 
had a resident call in and complain that someone 
had a statue on their patio. We went to the unit 
and found the statue but also discovered that the 
resident had skipped out on their lease.” 

Trevino said it was customary for the apartment 
manager to instruct him to send all belongings 
left behind to a trash compactor. “There was no 
way I was going to put him in a trash compactor.” 

So, Trevino called a few friends and took 
custody of the 300-pound bronze statue; and for 
the next 11 years, the statue they named “George” 
was the talk of friendly gatherings and parties. 



Local media were kept in the dark about the subject of an 
impromptu press conference called in July to reveal the Jenkins 
statue had been found. Here, TJC President Dr. Mike Metke (far 
right), board members and officials unveil the statue to the public. 

M After refurbishing, the statue was installed in a permanent 
place of honor in the east foyer of Jenkins Hall. 













Jenkins’ legendary reign led to building name, statue 

By Fred M. Peters 


Standing just over 5 feet tall, Dr. Harry E. Jenkins was obviously 
not a giant of a man. But to Tyler Junior College, he was as big 
as Texas - a visionary with the ability to make the extraordinary 
happen to the benefit of the institution. 

Under his reign, TJC grew from a tiny college downtown with 
an enrollment of 400 to a sprawling, multi-million dollar campus 
with more than 7,000 students. 

Jenkins recruited high school faculty to teach at TJC part time, 
established the college’s athletic programs (and demanded they 
win), convinced the federal government to donate old Camp 
Fannin buildings to the college, expanded vocational and technical 
programs, and worked with area hospitals to make an existing 
nursing school part ofTJC. 

His mark on the college was so indelible by the spring of 1967 
that the TJC Board of Trustees voted unanimously to rename the 
main instructional building in his honor. 

Following his death in 1983, board member Watson W. Wise 
commissioned Tyler sculptor John Harper to create a bronze 
sculpture of Jenkins. The sculpture was unveiled in October 1986, 
in the Wise Cultural Arts Plaza. It quickly became one of the 
college’s most significant icons, and a favorite for group photos. 
Students of the speech and debate team would rub the head of the 
statue for good luck before departing for forensics tournaments. 

Weeks after the statue was stolen in 1995, there were no clues 
in the investigation, and it seemed unlikely that it would ever be 
returned. 

When TJC student James Harper learned of its recovery in 
July 2013, it made him very happy. It was Harper’s father who 


had sculpted the statue, and James 
recalled having a role in its creation. 



“When he built the bases, I 
helped him gather rocks and do 
some of the heavy work. I didn’t do 
any of the sculpting,” he said. 

Ironically, Harper is currently 
a student at TJC, majoring in 
psychology. Somewhat of an artist 
himself, he has been a member of a 
couple of bands but now finds there 
isn’t enough time for art. 


“I was kind of shocked,” he said of the news of its recovery. “I 
thought it would probably be at the bottom of a lake. I was pretty 
surprised that it made its way to Austin. It’s kind of a miracle. It 
surprised a lot of us. I know my dad would have appreciated all the 
publicity (the recovery) got.” 


Harper said the Jenkins statue was one of only two life-size 
statues his father created, the other being a cowboy and horse at a 
bank in Bedford. The artist’s other works were smaller decorations. 
A bronze chuck wagon in Vaughn Library is another of his works. 


“It was something he became interested in late in life,” Harper 
said of his dad’s “lost wax” casting hobby. He enjoyed helping his 
dad form the armature that is the first phase of creating a sculpture. 

Harper was pleased to learn of the college’s plans to refurbish the 
statue and install it in the building named after his father. 


“It makes me proud,” he said. “I miss my dad. He passed away 
in 1994.” 


“Most of the time, he was the quiet guy 
in the corner,” Trevino said. “We would 
decorate him for Halloween, and lor 
Christmas he wore a Santa outfit. We had a 
Hawaiian luau and he wore a lei.” 

In late June, Trevino was helping his 
former roommate, Matthew Remington, 
with a garage sale. Remington was moving 
to Montana and parting with many of his 
belongings. 

Trevino brought the statue to the sale, 
but the two agreed it just didn’t seem right 
to sell it. 

So, they tried one more Internet search 
to determine its rightful owner - as they 
had done periodically since its discovery. 
This time, they included the words “stolen 
statue” in their search, dlie results led to a 
news report about TJC’s reopened “cold 
case” investigation and the rest, as they say, 
is history. 


Within days, the statue was returned to 
Tyler and unveiled to the public during a 
press conference. 

The statue was completely refurbished 
and installed in its new, permanent home 
in the east foyer of Jenkins Hall. To avoid 
any further escapades, a security camera is 
now focused on the statue at all times. 

“We are going to make sure Dr. Jenkins’ 
statue stays here in a secure place that 
appropriately honors his major role in TJC 
history,” TJC President Dr. Mike Metke 
said. “He’s traveled enough; and now that 
he’s back home, we will make sure he 
travels no more!” 

Fred M. Peters is TJC director of public 
affairs and grant development. 

For years until they found its rightful owner, the statue’s 
keepers, Matthew Remington (left) and Berny Trevino, 
both of Austin, had referred to him simply as “George.” 























Drain inducted into NJCAA Men’s Soccer Hail of Fame 


Dr. Tim 
Drain, TJC 
director of 
intercollegiate 
athletics, has 
been named 
to the NJCAA 
Men’s Soccer 
Coaches 
Association 
Hall of Fame. 

Drain 
was one of 
10 inductees honored at the NJCAA 
Division I Soccer Banquet held in Tyler in 
November. 

According to the NJCAA statement: 
“Drain has made numerous contributions 
to NJCAA soccer. As the athletic director of 
Tyler Junior College, he raised the standard 
of hosting the national soccer tournaments 


on his first attempt in 2000. Since then, 
he has tirelessly given of himself to direct 
some of the most exciting tournaments in 
NJCAA history. His continuous input and 
contributions help the sport grow at the 
national level. In 2013, he will be hosting 
his 11th national tournament in Tyler.” 

Drain is now in his 13th year in athletics 
administration and his 12th as athletics 
director at TJC. 

Tyler Junior College has won a total of 
49 NJCAA national championships since 
1946, which ranks fourth in the history of 
NJCAA. 

Twenty-two of those have come under 
Drain’s tenure, with 16 of them coming 
with Drain as athletics director. The TJC 
athletics program finished fourth in the 
2012-13 NATYCAA (National Alliance of 
Two-Year College Athletic Administrators) 
Cup Standings, and finished as national 


runner-up the year before. 

Drain has served as the NJCAA 
Region XIV Women’s Director since 
2001. He is the chair of both the Service 
and Recognition and Women’s Tennis 
committees for the NJCAA. 

He is also a voting member in the 
football, women’s basketball, softball and 
women’s soccer NJCAA National Polls 
and has been the tournament director for 
19 NJCAA National Championships, 
including men’s and women’s soccer (11), 
baseball (7), and women’s tennis (1). 

Drain currently serves as first vice 
president of NATYCAA and was awarded 
the 2010 George E. Killian Award of 
Excellence from the NJCAA. 

Drain is married to Holly, his wife of 20 
years. They have two sons, Peyton, 15, and 
Nathan, 13. 



Dr Tim Drain 


Dickson named TJC’s first softball coach 


Nicole 
Dickson has 
been named 
head coach of 
Tyler Junior 
College’s first 
softball team. 

Most 

recently, she 
was head coach 
at Paris Junior 
College, where 
she led the 
Lady Dragons to the school’s first region 
title and NJCAA National Tournament 
appearance in a women’s sport. TJC 
intends to field a team for the 2014-2015 
school year. 

Dickson joined TJC on Aug. 19, and she 
has recruited and taught in the health and 
kinesiology department during the 2013- 
14 school year. 

“Tyler Junior College is so fortunate 
to get someone of Nicole’s caliber as our 
coach,” said TJC Athletic Director Dr. 

Tim Drain. “We had so many qualified 
applicants, and the interest was much 


more than we expected. I think that speaks 
volumes about our school and our athletic 
program. I know Nicole will do a great job 
and we are looking forward to many great 
years of Lady Apache softball under her 
leadership.” 

TJC President Dr. Mike Metke said, “We 
are so pleased that Nicole has agreed to join 
Tyler Junior College as our debut coach for 
women’s softball. She has a terrific record 
of building programs and achieving success 
and I know she will find success here, too.” 

The Paris Lady Dragons were 37-19 last 
season, including a stellar 15-5 conference 
record. They captured the Region 14 title 
by winning three games on the final day, 
including back-to-back wins over Trinity 
Valley Community College. They finished 
the season tied for ninth at the NJCAA 
National Tournament; and Dickson and 
her staff also won Coaching Staff of the 
Year honors for Region 14. 

Prior to Paris, Dickson served three 
years as assistant softball coach and adjunct 
instructor for Howard College. At that 
time, Howard was Region 5 Champion in 
2011 and 2012, placing seventh nationally 


in 2012 and ninth in 2011 at the NJCAA 
Tournament. 

Before joining Howard, Dickson was 
the graduate assistant softball coach and 
an adjunct instructor at Hardin-Simmons 
University, where she earned her Master 
of Education in sports management and 
kinesiology. 

She completed her collegiate playing 
career at Eastern New Mexico University, as 
pitcher for the Zias. At ENMU she posted 
a 22-14 record. She graduated summa cum 
laude with a bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education. She was the 2008 
undergraduate of the year at ENMU and 
also won the Major of the Year from the 
National Association of Sports and Physical 
Education. 

Prior to ENMU she played at Howard 
College where she had a perfect 4.0 GPA 
and received an Associate of Science degree. 
She was an All-Conference and All-Region 
selection as a pitcher with a 19-4 record. 

She also hit .365 for her career. 

Dickson attended Monahans High 
School in Monahans. Her parents, Edwin 
and Kim Dickson, reside in San Angelo. 



Nicole Dickson 























In their first bowi-game victory since their Heart of Texas Bowl win over Rochester (Minn.) Community and Technical College in 2003, the Apaches handily 
defeated Garden City (Kan.) Community College Broncbusters, 47-21, in the Football Capital of Kansas Bowl held in Pittsburg, Kan. 


Three teams see post-season action; football team wins bowl game 


Three ofTJC’s fall sports teams par¬ 
ticipated in post-season action, with two 
making strong bids to bring the College its 
50th national championship. In the end, 
men’s soccer and women’s volleyball settled 
for second-place finishes while the Apache 
football team won its first bowl game in a 
decade. 

Football 

The Apache football team experienced 
one of its most successful seasons in years, 
with a dominating bowl game victory over 
the Garden City (Kan.) Community Col¬ 
lege Broncbusters in the Football Capital of 
Kansas Bowl. 

Through the freezing temperatures and 
icy/snowy conditions in Pittsburg, Kan., 
the Apache defense held Garden City to 
minus-2 rushing yards and sacked the 
quarterback nine times. On the offensive 
side of the ball, the Apaches generated 
530 yards en route to posting 47 points. 
With the help of sophomore quarterback 
Randy Price (Offensive MVP) and sopho¬ 
more linebacker Larry Thomas (Defensive 
MVP), TJC defeated Garden City CC, 
47-21. 


The Apaches’ two regular-season losses 
were a come-from-behind victory by Trin¬ 
ity Valley Community College in Athens 
and a 33-24 Southwest Junior College 
Football Conference playoff loss at home to 
Navarro. 

The Apaches finished the season ranked 
No. 10 by the NJCAA. 

Mens Soccer 

The Apaches advanced to the NJCAA 
national soccer tournament for the fifth 
straight season, but home-field advantage 
wasn’t enough to garner a victory over top- 
ranked Iowa Western Community College. 

The 2013 national championship game 
proved to be an instant classic. The Apaches 
scored first in the first half, but Iowa 
Western CC netted the equalizer late in the 
second half. After 90 minutes of regulation 
and two, 10-minute golden-goal overtimes, 
the score remained 1-1 and forced a shoot¬ 
out to decide the champion. The Apaches 
dropped the decision 3-1 in the shootout. 
They ended up 19-3 on the season with 
national runner-up honors. The Reivers fin¬ 
ished off the Apaches in penalty kicks, 1-0, 
to preserve a perfect 25-0 season. 


TJC finished the year with a 19-3 mark, 
their only two regular-season losses coming 
at the hands of Richland College and San 
Jacinto-South. 

Volleyball 

The Tyler Junior College Apache Ladies 
headed to the national volleyball tourna¬ 
ment for the second year in a row, but were 
bested for the fifth time during the season 
by in-state rival Blinn College, 3-1, in the 
championship match. The Lady Buccaneers 
finished the season 40-3. The Apache La¬ 
dies finished the season at 34-5, losing only 
to Blinn College. 

Womens Soccer 

The Apache Ladies finished their season 
with a record of 16-3-1 after losing 1-0 
to third-ranked Navarro College in the 
Region XIV championship match, in 
Corsicana. It was the second loss of the 
season to the Lady Bulldogs, who advanced 
to the national championship tournament. 
TJC finished the season ranked No. 7 in 
the NJCAA. 

For more on TJC athletics, go to 
apacheathle tics .com. 
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Foundation hosts record-breaking scholarship golf tournament 

By Becca Anderson 


It was the 26th anniversary of Tyler 
Junior College Foundations annual 
scholarship golf tournament, and TJC 
students got the gifts. Tie event was held 
Sept. 5 at Hollytree Country Club. Thanks 
to record-breaking community support of 
this years event, dozens of scholarships will 
change the lives and careers of dozens of 
TJC students. 

Azalea Orthopedics generously served as 
the title sponsor for the 2013 tournament. 

“We get a lot of requests for 
sponsorships, of course, and we’ve chosen 
TJC because we believe in it,” said Leslie 
Fossey, Azalea marketing director. “Were 
passionate about patient care and very 
serious about sports medicine. One of our 
doctors (Dr. Kim Foreman) is the medical 
director for TJC sports teams and travels 
with them. We also have TJC students in 
our offices, where they do rounds with our 
radiology group. The patients love it, and 
we know were part of preparing students 
to enter the medical field with the best 
training possible. TJC does an excellent job 
in that arena.” 



Azalea Orthopedics was the tournament title sponsor. 
Pictured from left: Jess Mowery, Kim Foreman, Jerry 
Schwarzbach, Leslie Fossey and Mike Russell. 


Delek Refining Ltd. and HGR/Turner 
Joint Venture served as Corporate Scholar 
Sponsors. Each contributed $3,000 in 
direct scholarships, and two recipients 
were selected from the pool of outstanding 
students receiving tournament scholarships. 
Hayden Gable, a music major from Van, 
and Markka Nickelberry, a surgical tech 
major from Tyler, were surprised at the 
luncheon, when they were recognized as 
the 2013 Corporate Scholars. 



Shelby Brown, of the TJC Foundation, introduces the TJC scholarship recipients, clad in their gold T-shirts, during the 
tournament luncheon. 


Darin Newhouse, a shareholder with 
Henry & Peters in Tyler, chaired this year’s 
tournament and the community advisory 
committee. 

The 2013 tournament raised almost 
$74,000 in sponsorships, the highest in the 
event’s 26-year history. 

The advisory committee reflects the 
growth of Tyler Junior College, with 
representatives from Jacksonville and 
Lindale, where TJC now has sites. 

The committee included chair Darin 
Newhouse, Henry &t Peters PC; immediate 
past chair Loren Bennett, Eiche Mapes and 
Company Inc.; Clark Hampe, Jr., Hampe 
Law Firm PLLC; Claude Henry, Texas 
Bank and Trust; Paul N. Latta, DDS; Jason 
Layne, PA; Jay Misenheimer, community 
volunteer; Chris Phillips, Wright Phillips 
& Company; Scott Sawyer, Eiche Mapes 
and Company Inc.; Kevin Shively, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Texas; Dick Stone, 
Stone Financial Services; Eleanor Stringer, 
community volunteer; and Stan Surratt, 
superintendent, Lindale ISD. 

The Louis & Peaches Owen Family 
Foundation sponsored the luncheon for the 
fourth consecutive year and increased their 
gift to help provide scholarships. A record 
230 people attended the luncheon. 


In a change from recent years, the 
committee wanted the luncheon program 
to feature the impact of scholarships on 
TJC students, dhree scholarship recipients 
spoke about the difference scholarships 
have made in their lives. 

Kristy Howell received an Associate of 
Arts degree in general studies at TJC in 
May 2009. She was then accepted to TJC’s 
highly competitive dental hygiene program. 
She had been working full time for a local 
dental office, but could not work and study 
at the same time. 

“Losing that income was not so easy on 
my family,” Howell said. She lives in Tyler 
with her husband Richard and daughters 
Breanna and Abby. “We all had to make 
cutbacks on activities and extra expenses 
so we could put Mom through school.’ 
Getting this scholarship allowed me to 
breathe a little easier because it was that 
much less that I would have to pay toward 
school.” 

Howell graduated in May 2011 with 
an Associate of Applied Science degree 
and is employed as a dental hygienist with 
Bethesda Health Clinic. 

“Receiving this scholarship made me 
feel that someone I didn’t even know was 
holding me accountable,” she said. 


14 

























“I had to do my best. Someone else 
believed in me.” 

Rocky Coss graduated from TJC in 
December 2010 with an Associate of 
Applied Science degree in heating, air 
conditioning and refrigeration. 

He also completed two Certificates 
of Proficiency. His education changed 
his career trajectory. He was previously 
employed with Sears for seven years; and 
after completing his education at TJC, he 
was promoted from technician to trainer 
and oversaw 278 technicians. Recently, 
Coss started his own business, At Your 
Service. 

Coss shared at the luncheon how TJC 
instructors embraced him and wanted 
to make sure he was successful. Their 
compassion and dedication made it 
possible for him to realize his educational 
goals, and he still stays in touch with many 
of them. 

Coss lives in Van with his wife, Jennifer, 
and daughters, Hannah, Hope and 
Jessamyn. The scholarship changed his life 
and changed their lives as well. 

Hannah Fletcher of Chapel Hill 
participates in the Apache Belle program 
and shared how her TJC experience and 
her scholarship have positively affected her 
life and future. 

During spring break of 2013, Hannah 
traveled with the Apache Belles as part of 
a goodwill trip to entertain U.S. troops 
stationed in Japan. 

“The heartfelt testimonials from 
the previous recipients were extremely 
positive,” Newhouse said. “Rocky delivered 
a message that touched many of us at 
the core of what the true reason for the 
tournament is - to provide assistance to 
those who are bettering their own future 
through education at TJC.” 

Azalea Orthopedic plans to sponsor the 
tournament again in 2014. 

“Hearing the students talk about the 
scholarships and the difference it’s made in 
their lives is very rewarding for everyone,” 
Fossey said. “We took photos, showed 
them around, put them on our Facebook 
page. Were proud of our association with 

TJC.” 

For information on the 2014 
tournament, please go to 
tjc.edu/golftournament. 


Tour (generosity (Makes a ‘Difference! 


Tyler Junior College continues to make a difference by honoring its three promises of a quality education, a vibrant student life 
and community service. For 26 years, the TJC Foundation golf tournament has helped the College honor those promises by 
providing greatly-needed scholarships. Through the continuing generosity of alumni and friends, TJC is benefitting from another 
successful tournament. 

The 2013 Azalea Orthopedics Scholarship Golf Tournament, held on Thursday, September 5th at Hollytree Country Club, 
was a triumph for education. It was made possible by many individuals and businesses dedicated to making a difference for 
TJC and the local community. 

To all of our sponsors, thank you! Your generosity ensures that deserving East Texas students can pursue a higher education 
founded in the rich traditions of Tyler Junior College. 

TITLE SPONSOR 

ORTHOPEDICS 

CORPORATE SCHOLAR SPONSORS REGISTRATION TENT SPONSORS 



liirner 


LUNCH SPONSOR 

Louis &F Leaches Owen 
LamiCi) ‘Foundation 

AWARDS RECEPTION SPONSOR 

Ted and Chesley Walters 

GOLF CART SPONSOR 

Tyler Morning Telegraph 

HAT SPONSOR 

Southside Bank 

OASIS SPONSOR 

Luminant Academy 

REFRESH SPONSOR 

Brookshires Grocery Co. & FRESH 

TOURNAMENT AWARDS SPONSOR 

Jeff Buie Used Cars 

INVITATION SPONSOR 

Hudson Printing & Graphic Design 

GOODY BAG SPONSOR 

Austin Bank 

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR 

Tyler Ford 

SCORECARD SPONSOR 

Trinity Mother Frances Hospitals and Clinics 

WELCOME SPONSORS 

Texas Bank and Trust 
The University of Texas at Tyler 


Aramark 

Boone & Boone Construction LTD 
College Books Inc. 

ELS Surveying and Mapping Inc. 

Eubanks Harris Roberts Craig Architects Inc. 
Fitzpatrick Architects 
GCA Services Group 
Tyler Steel Company 
Wilson Robertson & Cornelius PC 

PRIZE HOLE SPONSORS 

Hibbs Hallmark & Company 
Oncor 

SmithGroupJJR 
Stanger Surveying Co. 

PROMOTIONAL DINING SPONSOR 

Villa Montez 

BEVERAGE SPONSOR 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company 

SNACK SPONSOR 

AVS Food Service 

HOLE SPONSORS 

Advance’d Temporaries • Bosworth & Associates 
Brady Environmental Services Inc. 

The Brannon Corporation • Canyon Creek Travel 
Central Title Company • Citizens 1st Bank 
Design Center Signs • D. M. Edwards Investments 
Document Solutions/Xerox • Eiche Mapes & Company Inc. 
Estes McClure and Associates • Henry & Peters PC 
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP 
Paul N. Latta DDS PC • Petty’s Irrigation and Landscape 
Potter Minton • Presidio Networked Solutions Inc. 

R. L. Ray LTD • Specialized Public Finance Inc. 

TDR Contractors Inc. • TJC Alumni Association 
TJC Campus Bookstore • Tyler Steel Company 

TEE-GREEN SPONSORS 

Abegg Willis & Associates LLC • Braswell Paint Company 
Chick-fil-A • Complete Communications 
Contact Waterproofing • Don's TV & Appliance Inc. 
Dudley Brookshire Construction Company 
Embroid Art • Haberle Construction LLC 
Hampe Law Firm PLLC • Overhead Door Company of Tyler 
Presidio Networked Solutions Inc. 

Prothro Wilhelmi & Company PLLC • Sword Company 
Trico Enterprises Inc. 

IN-KIND SPONSORS 

Sister2Sister Cookies 
The Rack 



www.tjc.edu/golftournament • www.facebook.com/tylerjuniorcollege 
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Three new scholarships will benefit TJC students for years to come 

By Becca Anderson 


Three special endowed scholarships highlight the role of todays 
gratitude in benefiting tomorrow’s graduates. 

Betty Briggs Alumni Endowed 
Scholarship 

At its annual reception in May, the 
Tyler area chapter of the TJC Alumni 
Association honored retiring TJC Director 
of Alumni Affairs Betty Briggs. More than 
150 guests gathered to recognize Betty’s 15 
years of service. Under her leadership, the 
association grew to almost 2,000 members, 
and dues funded more than $200,000 
in endowed scholarships! TJC alumni 
connections expanded across the state 
and country, through chapters established in Austin, Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Houston, Los Angeles and New York City. During Betty’s 
tenure, the TJC Alumni Association became a national leader and 
set the standard for community college alumni programs. 

When Betty retired, there was an outpouring of gifts to establish 
the Betty Briggs Alumni Endowed Scholarship. In just one month, 
contributions from alumni, faculty, staff and friends of the College 
exceeded the $10,000 needed to establish the scholarship. The 
generosity of the TJC family honors Betty’s legacy of service to 
Tyler Junior College and will help generations of students. 

Roy Milton and Dennea Anne Trent 
Armed Forces Endowed Scholarship 

Idalia Trent, TJC chemistry professor, 
dedicates fees she receives for authoring 
published lecture materials to establish 
endowed scholarships. This, her second 
scholarship, honors her in-laws. 

Roy Milton Trent enlisted in the U.S. 
Army at the beginning of World War 
II and was stationed in the Pacific. He 
survived the infamous Bataan Death March, 
the Hell Ships and 42 months as an American prisoner of war. 
Roy’s military service was recognized with numerous medals. 

After he passed, Roy was interred with full military honors at the 
Cettysburg National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Md. 



Idalia Trent 



Dennea Anne worked in the office of Navy Military Ordnance 
during the war. She and Roy married in 1946; and their son, Dr. 
Richard Trent, was born in the Philippines. Dennea devoted her 
life to her husband and son and, upon her death, was laid to rest in 
Gettysburg with Roy. 

The Roy Milton and Dennea Anne Trent Armed Forces 
Endowed Scholarship recognizes the couple’s service to the 
military and will benefit veterans, active members of the armed 
forces, or dependents or spouses of active members or veterans. 
Priority consideration will be given to students participating in the 
engineering, physical sciences or health sciences programs at TJC. 



Clorinda “Petey” Wisenbaker 
Professional Nursing 
Endowed Scholarship 

Paula Wisenbaker Whisenant established 
a scholarship in memory of her mother’s 
indomitable spirit, and in gratitude to 
graduates of the TJC nursing program who 
provided her parents such excellent care. 


Petey knew what it was to struggle for 

, . education and professional fulfillment. She 

Petey Wisenbaker r 

Italian immigrant parents and traveling to San 
Francisco for training as a nurse. After graduating, she remained in 
the city to work at a hospital and met Royce Wisenbaker, a patient 
ill with malaria from a tour of duty in the Pacific. Petey went 
against her parents’ wishes by marrying and relocating to Texas to 
wait for Royce to return from the war. She devoted her life to being 
a wife, mother, volunteer and woman of faith. 


defied tradition by leaving the home of her 


Daughter Paula also gave to the new Robert M. Rogers Nursing 
and Health Sciences Center at TJC, to name a department chair 
office in honor of her mother. The office and scholarship recognize 
Petey as a woman who chose her own path in life. The Clorinda 
“Petey” Wisenbaker Professional Nursing Endowed Scholarship 
will benefit students participating in TJC’s nursing programs who 
plan to pursue a professional career as a nurse and demonstrate 
financial need. Priority consideration will go to students who 
have graduated from a high school in Tyler and have not already 
qualified for multiple scholarships. 


East Texas Council of Trucking Professionals provides annual scholarship 


The East Texas Council of Trucking Professionals has continued 
to support deserving automotive technology students through an 
annual scholarship at Tyler Junior College for almost a decade. 

Tie scholarship supports students in pursuit of an associate’s 
degree in automotive technology who have completed the 
freshman courses required for the program. 

Tiis year’s recipient is John Yielding of Tyler. Yielding is a 1978 


graduate of John Tyler High School and a sophomore in the 
automotive program with a cumulative 4.0 CPA. In response to 
receiving this award, John thanked the council in writing, “I know 
that you have confidence in me, not only during my schooling - 
but after; and it is a good feeling to know someone believes in me.” 

For information on TJC scholarships, please visit 
tjc.edu/ScholarshipPrograms. 
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Tyler Junior College employees increase annual giving for scholarships, United Way 



Funds raised by TJC faculty and staff through their annual giving campaign will support scholarships for these 26 students in the Spring 2014 semester. 


The Tyler Junior College Foundation launched its annual 
giving campaign for TJC employees to help support the College 
and the community based non-profit, United Way of Smith 
County. The campaign began in early September and final results 
were announced in mid-October, with a total of $47,669 raised 
through this years campaign - an increase of more than 25 percent 
compared to last year. 

One initiative supported through campaign contributions is the 
TJC Faculty and Staff Promises to Keep Scholarship. This year, 
more than $20,000 was collected to support these scholarships, 
which means the TJC Foundation will award 26 scholarships in 
the amount of $750 each, to assist students with their tuition, 
fees and books for the Spring 2014 semester. Not only will the 
employees have the opportunity to meet the scholarship recipients 
at a celebration lunch in the spring, they also participate in the 


award recipient selection process by nominating students they 
believe are deserving of the award. 

The generosity of TJC employees extends beyond its students 
too. Over the course of the campaign, about $7,500 was raised 
to help United Way of Smith County as it provides funding to a 
variety of local non-profit organizations. Contributions toward 
United Way increased by more than 60 percent over last year. Gifts 
were also received for the TJC Annual Fund and a variety of other 
TJC funds to support specific programming needs. 

Together, the employees of Tyler Junior College have continued 
to increase contributions year after year, and this serves as a clear 
indication of how much they care about the success of their 
students, the wellbeing of the College and the overall East Texas 
community. 


The Tyler Executive Womens Network Annual Scholarship 
supports women living in Smith County who plan to major in 
business or a business-related field. The 2013-14 recipient is Sonia 
Reyes ofTyler. With the average full-time student paying less than 
$2,000 in yearly tuition and fees, a $1,000 annual scholarship can 
provide significant assistance and make it possible for a student to 
complete their higher education at TJC. 

Reyes is a 2013 graduate of John Tyler High School and plans 
to major in business administration. She ranked in the top 4 
percent of her graduating class and earned college credits through 
dual-credit coursework, resulting in a 4.0 GPA as an incoming 
freshman at TJC. 

Reyes said, “Thank you very much for giving me an opportunity 
to learn. It means a lot to me. I am very grateful toward you all.” 

TEWN is a group of business and professional women at an 


executive level who are career-oriented and meet monthly to 
provide professional, educational and/or emotional support for 
each other. For information on TJC scholarships, please visit 
tjc.edu/ScholarshipPrograms. 

Elissa Meisenheimer is TJC coordinator of donor relations. 



Tyler Executive Women’s Network establishes annual scholarship for business majors 

By Elissa Meisenheimer 

The Tyler Executive Women’s Network has established an annual 
scholarship at Tyler Junior College, to further the organization’s 
mission of helping East Texas women become successful in 
business. 


Sonia Reyes (left) is the 2013-14 recipient of the first Tyler Executive Women’s Network 
scholarship. Also pictured is Katherine Hartvickson, TEWN president. 
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Leaving behind a legacy: Scholarship endowments funded through estate giving 


By Becca Anderson 

Two Tyler Junior College scholarships have been funded through 
estate giving — the final act of generous people who desired above 
all to give others an opportunity to succeed in life. 

Sarah Lois Moseley Motes Nursing Endowed Scholarship 

Sarah Motes had a 70-year career 
in nursing. That alone is notable, but 
50 of those years were spent in the 
office of Tyler Ear, Eye, Nose and 
Throat physician Dr. Jim Vaughn. He 
was among the last EENT specialists. 
Incredibly talented and highly revered 
in his profession, he was also very 
approachable and witty. Few left his 
office without a laugh or two. 

“Dr. Vaughn and my mother shared 
a very special bond of professionalism 
and friendship,” said Amy McCullough, 
TJC alumna. “Their relationship was 
grounded in mutual trust, respect and loyalty. Past patients will 
agree that a visit to Dr. Vaughns office was often a highlight, rather 
than a chore. He was old school’ and gave time and attention to 
patients. His patients were his friends.” 

Vaughn was also a TJC trustee for 47 years. By establishing a 
trust to take care of Sarah in her later years, he also found a creative 
way to help future nursing students. A portion of the remainder of 
the trust for Sarah has funded an endowed scholarship. 

“Undoubtedly, my family’s love and devotion to TJC are 
grounded in my mother’s admiration for Dr. Jim’s unwavering 
efforts to promote the college and its attributes,” McCullough said. 

Sarah was an open-arms person. 

“From serving as social chairman for Sunday school to serving 
teens popcorn and spiced tea at 1 a.m., hospitality was definitely 
her spiritual gift. Her door was always open to passersby,” 
McCullough said. 

“She also recognized the importance of education and sacrificed 
for many years to provide for mine. She instilled in me the courage 
to step out and try, even in the face of adversity. She would be so 
honored to be recognized and remembered by this endowment 
and she would tell the recipients to take every opportunity to be 
your best. Use your time wisely and finish what you start. Stay 
focused and pray.” 

The Sarah Lois Moseley Motes Nursing Endowed Scholarship 
will provide significant support to a student participating in the 
competitive associate degree nursing program. The student will 
maintain at least a 3.0 GPA on prerequisite courses taken at TJC 
and priority consideration will be given to a student returning 
from the workforce to college to pursue an education. 


Merritt Reed Steger Engineering Endowed Scholarship 

Ann Hollandsworth Steger has 
funded an endowed scholarship through 
a generous bequest in her will, in 
memory of her son, Reed. 

Ann was the wife of the Honorable 
William Merritt Steger. She spent much 
of her early life in Dallas, attended 
Southern Methodist University, and met 
her husband there when he was enrolled 
in the SMU School of Law. 

They married in 1948 and later 
moved to Longview where William 
opened his first law practice, and Ann 
began teaching in the White Oak public schools. Judge Steger was 
appointed as United States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Texas in 1953, bringing them to Tyler. 

In 1955, son Merritt Reed Steger was born, and was the light of 
their lives until his tragic death in 1980. When Judge Steger ran 
for Governor of Texas in 1960, Ann campaigned by his side and 
loved it. In 1970, President Nixon appointed the judge to serve as 
United States district judge for the Eastern District of Texas. 

He passed away in 2006, and one of Ann’s proudest moments 
came two years later when Congress named the federal courthouse 
complex in Tyler the William M. Steger United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building. 

Reed grew up in Tyler and was active in sports and Boy Scouts. 
He attended the BSA National Jamboree in 1965. Known as a 
“tinkerer,” he could repair, design and build almost anything. 

He would eventually work as an IBM customer engineer 
and repair computers. Reed also pursued an active lifestyle and 
excelled in motor cross. He loved scuba diving and underwater 
photography. 

Ann desired that the endowment honor Reed’s memory in 
a lasting way and make education more accessible for students 
though scholarships. 

Tfie Merritt Reed Steger Engineering Endowed Scholarship will 
be awarded to graduates of high schools within the TJC service 
area (public and private schools), and the recipient will pursue a 
degree in engineering, with priority given to those participating in 
the engineering design technology program. 

Giving to the TJC Foundation through estate planning is an 
effective way to endow the next generation with future success. To 
learn more, please contact Mitch Andrews, TJC executive director 
of advancement and alumni engagement, at 903-510-2034 or 
mand@tjc.edu. 



Sarah Motes 



Merritt Reed Steger 
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Students meet their supporters at TJC Foundation Scholarship Luncheon 


The annual TJC Foundation Scholarship 
Luncheon brings scholarship supporters 
and recipients together to meet each 
other and see firsthand how scholarship 
gifts make a difference in the lives of TJC 
students. 

During the 2013 luncheon, the late 
Jack and Dorothy Faye White were 
remembered for playing an important role 
in shaping the culture of philanthropy 
at TJC. The Jack and Dorothy Faye 
White Administrative Services Center 
was dedicated in their honor in 1993. 

The Whites also established 24 endowed 
scholarships through the Presidential, 
Deans, Legacy, and Fine Arts scholarship 
programs since 1984 resulting in more 
than 600 students benefiting from a White 
Scholarship in the past 30 years. 

TJC also benefitted from a substantial 
gift from the White estate that allowed for 
the new Presidential Honors Scholarship 
Program to be launched this year, and 105 
students received the new scholarship that 
covers the full cost of tuition and fees. 

For more information on the Presidential 
Honors Scholarship Program, please see the 
article on Page 4. 



Mary Walters 



Jack and Dorothy Faye White recipients 
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Dr. and Mrs. Paul Powell 



Billie Hartley 



Harold and Rosemary Bealrd 



Jack Sweeny 



Rick and Bonnie Rayford 



Dick and Mary Lowe 































HOLIDAY POPS • DEC. 6 and 7 • WISE AUDITORIUM 
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APACHE BELLE GOLD • EAST TEXAS CHAPTER LAUNCH • SEPT. 26 • COYOTE SAM’S 



FOUNDATION GOLF TOURNAMENT • SEPT. 5 • HOLLYTREE COUNTRY CLUB 



Go to tylerjuniorcollege.smugmug.com for galleries of all TJC events! You might see yourself! 
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TJC HOMECOMING • OCT. 25 AND 26 
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TJC breaks ground on Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences Center 



TJC officials and representatives of the Robert M. Rogers Foundation break ground on the Robert M. Rogers Nursing 
and Health Sciences Center. The facility is set to open Spring 2015. 


In Tyler, health care has become a $3 
billion industry supporting more than 
23,000 area jobs. By late 2013, four major 
medical facilities in East Texas had invested 
$190 million in new construction to 
increase the capacity and quality of patient 
care, creating the need for more health care 
personnel. 

To meet that ever-growing need for 
health care professionals, Tyler Junior 
College has embarked on its most 
ambitious capital project to date — the 
Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health 
Sciences Center. 

In August, TJC officials and 
representatives of the Robert M. Rogers 
Foundation held an official groundbreaking 
ceremony at the building site, located at the 
corner of Fifth Street and Fleishel Avenue. 
The facility establishes the new western 
border of the TJC main campus. 

“We are most grateful for the leadership 
of Dr. Paul Powell and the generosity of 
the Rogers Foundation in establishing the 
Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health 
Sciences Center,” said TJC President Dr. 
Mike Metke. “This generous gift is an 
investment in the future of East Texas 
health care and in TJC s mission to become 
a medical training destination. 

“When a gift of this magnitude comes 
along, it reminds us of the awesome 
responsibility we have to live up to that 
gift by keeping our promises to help our 
students reach their fullest potential.” 


The new facility is set to open in 
Spring 2015. 

At 140,000 square feet, the Robert 
M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences 
Center will more than triple the classroom 
and laboratory space of'TJC’s current 
health care programs in a four-story, state- 
of-the-art facility and will allow TJC to 
expand many of its 11 existing nursing 
and health sciences programs and add 
new programs. Initially, the College will 
add physical therapist assistant, certified 
occupational therapist assistant and 
wellness and personal fitness specialist 
programs. The additional and expanded 
programs are expected to produce percent 
more TJC graduates in health care fields 
- up from 600 in 2013 to 900 by the year 
2017. 

SmithGroupJJR is the lead architect and 
brings more than 150 years of experience 
to the project. SmithGroupJJR architects 
are renowned for their expertise in the 
planning and construction of hospitals and 


medical training facilities. 

This group has partnered with four local 
firms in the development and design of 
the Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences 
Center. Area firms include Eubanks Harris 
Roberts Craig Architects, Fitzpatrick 
Architects, Brannon Corporation 
and David C. Scarbrough Landscape 
Architecture. 

In Fall 2012, TJC announced HGR/ 
Turner Joint Venture as the construction 
manager-at-risk for the School of Nursing 
and Health Sciences initiative. HGR/ 
Turner Joint Venture was established in 
2007 and brings invaluable expertise in 
health care construction. 

As part of this unique team, Turner 
Construction Company is the leading 
builder of medical facilities in the nation. 

For more information, on the Robert 
M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences 
Center at Tyler Junior College, go to 
tjc.edu/nhsc. 



At 140,000 square feet, the Robert M. Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences Center will more than triple the classroom and laboratory space of TJC’s current health programs. 
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IVIejia named TJC vice president of student affairs 


Dr. Juan E. Mejia 
has joined Tyler 
junior College as vice 
president of student 
affairs. 

He replaces Dr. 
Charles Florio, who 
had been at TJC since 
2011, first serving as 
interim dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences and finally as vice president 
of student affairs. Before coming to TJC, 
Florio was president of Northeast Texas 
Community College in Mount Pleasant. 

He retired from NTCC in 2008. 

“Dr. Florio set the bar very high, and 
part of his charge was to help select a new 
vice president who would not only carry 
on Dr. Florio’s work but help TJC reach 
new heights,” TJC President Dr. Mike 
Metke said. “Dr. Juan E. Mejia was the 
unanimous selection and he is off to a great 
start.” 

Mejia was previously at South Texas 
College in McAllen, where he had served 
as vice president for academic affairs and 

Former ULS. Solicitor General 

As former U.S. solicitor general, 

U.S. circuit judge and White House 
independent counsel, it’s fair to say 
Ken Starr is well versed in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Starr, who is now president of Baylor 
University, spoke to a crowd of more than 
300 on Tuesday, Sept. 17, as part of U.S. 
Constitution Day activities at TJC. 

The day marked the 226th anniversary of 
the signing of the Constitution. 

During a question-and-answer 
session, Starr asked students to consider 
the changes that could be made to the 
Constitution during their lifetime: What 
did they think would be amended? 

People suggested changes related to 
marriage, the right to bear arms, term 
limits to Congress and voting rights. 

But it was a suggestion about citizenship 


chief academic officer since 2003. In this 
role, he provided the leadership for the 
academic deans, campus administrators, 
academic directors, department/program 
chairs, and the almost 600 faculty members 
who served the colleges growing student 
population. 

As TJC vice president of student affairs, 
Mejia is responsible for intercollegiate 
athletics, student life and involvement, 
enrollment management services, advising, 
admissions and dual credit, registrar, 
campus safety, support services and judicial 
programs. 

“Dr. Mejias own story is a testament 
to the power of a community college as 
it was at a community college where, as a 
first-generation college student, he was able 
to complete a one-year certificate program 
which encouraged him to continue his 
education earning bachelors, masters and 
doctoral degrees,” Metke said. “Like so 
many of our students, he earned all those 
degrees while working full time and raising 
a family. 

“Dr. Mejia is excited about being part 
of this vibrant college and we are excited 


that Starr said was 
close to his guess. 

He surmised 
that the students’ 
generation would 
amend the 
Constitution to 
allow a 
foreign-born 
American citizen 
to serve as 
president of the United States. 

Students’ response to that suggestion was 
mixed — Starr said that would launch a 
great debate, which is exactly what went 
on at the Constitutional Convention. He 
encouraged the students to follow the 
example set by the founding fathers. 

“Always be open to listening, and then 
the idea of reform, because that is the spirit 
that led us to the Bill of Rights,” Starr said. 


about having him join our TJC family.” 

He has been recognized at the local, state 
and national level for his work in higher 
education, which spans 25 years; and he 
has served on national councils, boards, 
committees and task forces. 

His achievements include serving as 
chair of the South Texas Higher Education 
Regional Council, vice president for 
the National Council for Workforce 
Education, board member for the Texas 
Association of College Technical Educators, 
vice chair of the Texas Skill Standards 
Board Task Force on Skill Standards, and 
steering committee member on both 
the Texas State Leadership Consortium 
for Curriculum Development and the 
Texas State Leadership Consortium for 
Professional Development. 

He has completed programs of study at 
Texas State Technical Institute, a bachelor’s 
degree from Texas A&M University- 
Corpus Christi, and master’s and doctorate 
degrees from Texas A&M University- 
Kingsville. 


Throughout Constitution Day, 
members of the TJC Student Government 
Association handed out free copies of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

A distinguished academician, lawyer, 
public servant and sixth-generation Texan, 
Ken Starr began his service as Baylor 
University’s 14th president on June 1, 

2010 . 

As solicitor general of the United States 
from 1989 to 1993, Starr argued 25 cases 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. He also 
served as United States circuit judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit from 1981 to 
1983, as law clerk to Chief Justice Warren 
E. Burger from 1975 to 1977 and as law 
clerk to Fifth Circuit Judge David W. Dyer 
from 1973 to 1974. 

Starr was appointed to serve as 
independent counsel for five investigations, 
including Whitewater, from 1994 to 1999. 



Dr Juan Mejia 


Ken Starr speaks during Constitution Day activities 



Ken Starr 
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TJC recognized as a 2013 Leader College in national student-completion movement 


Tyler Junior College has been recognized as a 
leader in the national student completion movement 
by Achieving the Dream, for showing evidence of 
measurable improvements in student achievements. 

TJC, one of eight institutions designated as 
a 2013 Leader College, is showing promising 
progress in its student success efforts, proving that 
a concerted effort on broad faculty engagement, 
professional development, and an overall culture 
change at the institution is producing tangible results 
by increasing student persistence and closing achievement gaps. 

“It is with great honor that we announce Tyler Junior College 
as a 2013 Leader College,” said Carol Lincoln, Achieving the 
Dream senior vice president. “Tyler Junior College is truly focused 
on improvement at scale. The college is working hard to ensure 
that it is moving the needle for whole cohorts of students and 
should be given recognition for its relentless efforts and promising 
achievements.” 

TJC’s specific initiatives as an Achieving the Dream participant 
are to: Improve developmental mathematics education outcomes; 
reform and improve the comprehensive New Student Experience; 
implement a strategic professional development program for 
faculty and staff; and broaden the college’s work with partner 
organizations and institutions to improve student success. 


“Working with the Achieving the Dream national 
reform movement, we have been able to make 
significant progress toward improved student success 
and persistence,” said TJC Provost Dr. Homer 
“Butch” Hayes. 

TJC is working to consolidate professional 
development efforts and to promote the use 
of data in decision-making and innovation in 
teaching strategies. Using student success data in a 
faculty-driven decision, the college implemented 
a number of initiatives that changed the overall culture of the 
college. These included: a civility campaign to improve campus 
safety, developmental math redesign and modularization, the 
implementation of a student success course for developmentally 
placed students, early alert and mid-term grade reports, and career 
advising. Tyler Junior College’s efforts have had positive effects on 
the success of its students. 

Other institutions named Leader Colleges included: 

• Austin Community College (Austin) 

• Danville Area Community College (Danville, Ill.) 

• Harper College (Palatine, Ill.) 

• Macomb Community College (Warren, Mich.) 

• North Central Michigan College (Petoskey, Mich.) 

• Odessa College (Odessa) 

• Tarrant County College (Fort Worth) 




TJC student Shyne Bright (far left), 
of Hughes Springs, will forever be 
known as the guy who named the 
TJC cafeteria. During the summer, 
a TJC Facebook page contest was 
held to name the newly remodeled 
cafeteria. With more than 1,200 
entries submitted, it was a difficult 
choice; but Bright’s suggestion, 
Apache Junction, was declared the 
winner. Here, TJC President Dr. 
Mike Metke presents Bright with a 
giftcard to the campus bookstore. 
The cafeteria renovation is part 
of a new food-service contract 
with Aramark, which includes the 
addition of Subway, Starbucks and 
Chick-fil-A locations on the TJC 
campus. 
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Energy Center will allow for expansion, new programs on West Campus 


A new, workforce-training center on the Tyler Junior College 
West Campus will serve the energy sector and address other 
industry needs. 

Set to open in Fall 2015, the Energy Center will be a $7.56 
million three-story addition to the Skills Training Center on the 
West Campus. 

Funded primarily through tax increment financing, the center 
will expand on some of the existing programs and add new ones. 

The 51,000-plus square-foot addition will feature labs for 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning training, power plant 
technology and computers. A large assembly room and as many as 
nine classrooms for alternative energy programs in the expanded 
area. 

Opened in January 2003, the existing Skills Training Center on 
TJC’s West Campus houses the colleges automotive technology 
and welding programs in a 70,000-plus square-foot facility. 

In addition, Luminant, the largest competitive power generation 
business in Texas, operates a training academy in about 24,000 
square feet of space on the north end of the building. 

The company invested $1.7 million in reconstructing the 
previously unfinished space to meet its needs and opened 
Luminant Academy in early 2008. 

The facility offers a variety of training for the company’s power 
generation, mining and construction teams; but it also serves as an 
entry point for recent high school graduates looking to work in the 
business. 

Through Luminant Power Track, a career development program 
started in partnership with TJC in 2011, Luminant offers 
scholarships to recent qualified high school graduates to earn a 
two-year associate’s degree in power plant technology. 



The new Energy Center will be a $7.56 million, three-story addition to the Skills Training 
Center on the TJC West Campus. It is slated to open in Fall 2015. 


In addition to earning a degree, the students have the potential to 
participate in a paid summer internship and possibly receive a job 
offer from the company. It was, in part, growth in this Luminant 
Academy that prompted the coming expansion. 

Once complete, the Energy Center will house facilities and 
training for three major areas: power production, energy extraction 
and process industry, according to a project plan. 

The associate degrees and certificates that would fall under these 
categories are: ammonia certification (requested by Brookshire 
Grocery Co.), biomedical equipment repair, geothermal, industrial 
electrical maintenance, instrument and control, mechanical, 
robotic and automated systems and solar and wind. 

The plan is to construct more than 33,000 square feet of 
finished floor space on the first two floors and leave more than 
17,800 square feet of unfinished space on the third floor for future 
development. 

Preliminary architectural and engineering drawings should be 
finished by year’s end with groundbreaking expected in March 
2014. 





THE TJC APACHE % 
BELLES WILL ENTEiF 
U S. TRDDPS IN 
SEOUL, SOUTH KOR 


During spring break of 2014, the Apache Belles 
will travel abroad to Seoul, South Korea and 
bring a bit of home to our military personnel. 

The group will perform at Camp Humphreys, a 
U.S. Army garrison located near Anjeong-ri and 
Pyeongtaek and at select universities. They will 
also experience Korean culture by visiting various 
landmarks and historical sites surrounding Seoul. 
This goodwill trip will provide an educational and 
performance opportunity like no other! 

Please consider sponsoring an Apache Belle 
with a gift. Each young lady must make a 
significant contribution. However, we depend on 
the generosity of TJC alumni and friends to make 
this trip possible. 

To give today or to join the TJC group traveling 
to Seoul, please visit www.tjc.edu/Korea20l4. 
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We see the holiday season as a time 
of reflection, when traditions take 
hold. 

Of course, we celebrate family 
traditions; but we also celebrate 
traditions that date back to our 
college years. 

As we ring in 2014,1 encourage 
you to take advantage of the many 
opportunities that allow you to 
reconnect with Tyler Junior College, 
whether its through an athletic event 
or a performance by our talented 
music and theater students. These events not only allow us to 
plug back into our beloved TJC and the Apache Spirit but also 
with our fellow Apache alumni. Get reacquainted with TJC! 

You’ll be glad you did! 

It is also my pleasure to introduce our new director of alumni 
affairs. Don Fraser and his wife Donna recently moved back to 



Texas from Arizona. Don was the alumni director for a college in 
Arizona for the past seven years, and brings a lot of knowledge in 
the alumni arena. 

Don was born in Amarillo to an Air Force family, and Donna 
was born and raised in Dallas. Before getting into higher 
education, Don had a career as a Navy pilot! Some guys have all 
the fun! We are fortunate to have him, and he has some great 
ideas about moving the TJC Alumni Association foiward. I look 
forward to working with him and to having him as a friend. 

Wishing you and your family a joyous holiday season and a 
prosperous 2014, 




Doc Deason 

President, TJC Alumni Association 


Apache Belle alumni group kicks off East Texas Chapter 



Apache Belle Gold turned out in force for the launch party of their East Texas Chapter. 


Apache Belle Gold, the alumni group of 
the Tyler Junior College Apache Belles, has 
established an East Texas Chapter. 

The group held its official kickoff in 
September, with a gathering at Coyote 
Sam’s Bar & Grille in Tyler. 

“Ail former Apache Belles living in the 
East Texas area were invited to attend and 
we had an excellent turnout,” said Don 
Fraser, TJC director of alumni affairs. 

The purpose of the East Texas Chapter 
is to reflect the principles of the Tyler 
Junior College Alumni Association and 
the Apache Belle Gold, which is to unite, 
inform and involve Apache Belle Gold 
alumni and friends regionally for the 
purpose of promoting, protecting and 
preserving the Tyler Junior College Apache 
Belle organization. 

This marks the 66th year of the Apache 
Belles, TJC’s high-kicking, precision dance 
team that began in 1947. 

The Apache Belles have long served 
as goodwill ambassadors for Tyler Junior 


College, having performed for many U.S 
presidents and dignitaries. 

They have been featured in numerous 
NBA and NFL halftimes, including two 
Super Bowl halftime appearances. 


To learn more about Apache Belle Gold 
membership or chapter events, go to 
tjc.edu/apachebellegold, or follow them on 
Facebook at facebook.com/apachebellegold. 
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Fraser named TJC director of alumni affairs 

Don Fraser has joined Tyler Junior 
College as director of alumni affairs. 

Fraser was previously director of alumni 
relations at Grand Canyon University in 
Phoenix, Ariz., where he spent seven years 
building the university’s alumni program 
from the ground up. 

As TJC director of alumni affairs, 

Fraser is responsible for the TJC Alumni 
Association, including its operations, 
chapters, events and development. 

“Don was selected through a rigorous application process which 
included screening by a task force composed of TJC Alumni 
Association board members as well as TJC faculty and staff,” 
said Mitch Andrews, TJC executive director of advancement and 
alumni engagement. 

“Many applied, but Don was our top choice. Were lucky to have 
him at Tyler Junior College and excited about the direction he will 
be leading the TJC Alumni Association.” 

Fraser said, “It doesn’t take long to figure out this is a special 
place. I couldn’t be happier to be here.” 

Fraser was born in Amarillo to an Air Force family, and his wife 


Donna is a Dallas native. 

He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from 
Principia College in Elsah, 111., and an MBA from Grand Canyon 
University. 

Fraser spent the first part of his professional career as an aviator 
in the United States Navy, where he was qualified in both fixed- 
wing and rotary-wing aircraft. 

He is also qualified as an expert, “Silver E” marksman in both 
rifle and pistol. 

“During my military career, I was able to travel extensively 
around the world, and observe the different perceptions that 
cultures have about leadership and service,” he said. “I have seen 
good leaders and bad, and hope to help shape the good leaders of 
the future.” 

Fraser has worked in education for almost 20 years. 

In his spare time, he builds canoes and kayaks and enjoys water 
sports. 

He and his wife Donna have a combined family of 12 children 
and 12 grandchildren. 

Fraser can be reached by email at dfra@tjc.edu or by calling 

903-510-2371. 



Don Fraser 


New Apache Band residential floor honors legendary director, Edwin ‘Pinky’ Fowler 

By Mitch Andrews 


During 2013 TJC Homecoming festivities, Apache Band 
members were officially welcomed to their new home, the Edwin 
“Pinky” Fowler Floor in the Louise H. and Joseph Z. Ornelas 
Residential Complex. Band alumni and friends of Tyler Junior 
College attended a dedication ceremony for the floor previous 
to the annual Alumni Awards Homecoming Dinner. Pinky’s son 
Edwin E. Fowler II and family gave a generous gift to the new 
Apache Band Heritage Endowment to name the floor in honor of 
a legendary band director. 

In 1949, Pinky Fowler came to the “country college” in Tyler 
and intended to only stay the length of his nine-month contract. 
Instead, his welcoming personality, zest for life and love of music 
found a home in “Apacheland.” Fowler would eventually lead the 
Apache Band in parades, concerts, TJC halftime shows, college 
bowl games across the country and two Super Bowl performances. 

After 23 years as band director, Fowler assumed other duties 
to assist Tyler Junior College, always with an eagerness to help 
students succeed. He served as psychology instructor, registrar, 
executive administrative assistant, associate vice president, dean 
of student services and vice president. But, he never lost his 
lifelong passion for music. After retiring, he founded the Tyler 
Big Band and would lead the group for many years. However, his 


continued dedication to and 
love of TJC and its students 
made him a constant presence 
at various alumni events and 
College activities. In 2001, he 
was recognized with the TJC 
Alumni Association Apache 
Spirit Award and would lead 
the band in the TJC Fight Song 
during Homecoming activities. 

The Edwin “Pinky” Fowler 
Floor recognizes his leadership 
and includes a dedication plaque 
with Fowler’s well-known advice 
inscribed at the top, “bloom 
where you are planted.” Vintage photographs representing his 
many roles at TJC surround the plaque. A shadow box containing 
the hat Fowler wore as director of Apache Band completes the 
display, which appropriately recognizes the man who wore many 
hats to benefit TJC students. 

Dedication guests were also treated to a sneak peek of the John 
Franklin “Doc” Witt Apache Band Lounge. A member of the first 

continued on page 31 



Edwin E. Fowler II addresses the crowd 
during the dedication of the floor named 
in honor of his late father. 




















Alumni awards dinner kicks off TJC Homecoming activities 

By Don Fraser 


Four alumni who have contributed to the 
College and to the Tyler community were 
honored Friday, Oct. 25, at the annual TJC 
Alumni Association Awards Dinner, as part 
of annual homecoming activities. 

Honored this year were: Mary Payne 
Lowe ’62, Distinguished Alumna Award 
(the highest award given to an alumnus); 

Dr. Paul Powell, Black and Gold Award; 
Joey Stanger 74, Apache Spirit Award; 
and M’Liss Hindman, Special Recognition 
Award. 

Emcee for the evening was James “Doc” 
Deason ’93, president of the TJC Alumni 
Association, who added a warm, often 
humorous touch to the evening. You might 
see him doing the evening weather; but 
until you’ve seen Doc as an emcee, you 
haven’t seen the real Doc! 

Tie 260-plus guests were treated to 
videos and pictures of the awardees, who 
then shared memories of times past and 
how their association with TJC changed 
their lives. Lowe even donned a headdress 
from the ’60s and showed the crowd that 
she hadn’t lost the ability to high kick! Each 
honoree was presented with a beautiful 
Waterford vase inscribed with the seal of 
the alumni association and a certificate 
honoring their achievement. 

Mary Payne Lowe ’62 
Distinguished Alumna 

Tie Distinguished 
Alumna award 
recognizes an 
individual for 
distinguished 
professional 
achievement and 
contributions to 
society, which have 
brought honor to the 
College. 

Mary Payne Lowe 
danced with the Apache Belles lines of 
1960- 61 and ’61-’62, performing for 
halltimes of the Dallas Cowboys games and 
in Pasadena, Calif., during the Apaches’ 
appearance in the I960 Junior Rose Bowl. 



Mary Payne Lowe 


She and her husband, Dick, have been 
significant supporters of TJC and the 
Apache Belles, establishing an endowed 
scholarship for a Belle. She has also been 
instrumental in fundraising activities to 
support the College’s campaign for a new 
rehearsal facility for the Apache Belles and 
Apache Band. 

Mrs. Lowe is a member of the 
foundation board for Baylor All Saints 
Hospital, Dallas, and often works in the 
Presbyterian Night Shelter, which provides 
600-700 meals a night for homeless people. 
She is also involved in a $5.4 million 
fundraising campaign in support of an 
endowment for the Joan Katz Breast Center 
that serves cancer patients. 


The Apache Spirit 
Award recognizes a 
person or group who 
has shown spirit and 
motivation through 
the contribution of 
time and energy to a 
program or activity 
that measurably 
benefited Tyler Junior 
College. 

Joey Stanger 
founded Stanger Surveying Company in 
1987 and the company now employs 175 
people in Canton, Fairfield and Tyler. The 
company specializes in offering surveying 
services to the energy sector but has a wide 
range of clients. 

Stanger has served on the TJC Surveying 
and Mapping Advisory Board since 1987 
and leads the program’s annual Surveying 
Camp Fish Fry each year. He was elected to 
the Board of Texas Society of Professional 
Surveyors and served for six years. He has 
chaired the University Advisory Committee 
for five years, which helps high school 
teachers show how math and science 
principles can have a practical application 
in the work place. 



Joey Stanger 74 
Apache Spirit 


Joey Stanger 


A 1974 graduate of the TJC surveying 
and mapping program, Stanger was named 
the 2008 Surveyor of the Year by the Texas 
Society of Professional Surveyors. 

Dr. Paul Powell 
Black and Gold Award 

Tie Black and Gold 
award recognizes 
outstanding devotion 
to Tyler Junior 
College by an 
individual who is not 
a former student but 
volunteers time and 
effort to promote the 
mission and goals of 
the College. 

Dr. Paul W. Powell 
is a retired Baptist preacher who has 
served in numerous leadership positions, 
including six years as the dean of the 
George W. Truett Tieological Seminary on 
the campus of Baylor University; nine years 
as president and chief executive officer of 
the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention; and 17 years as pastor of 
Tyler’s Green Acres Baptist Church. 

He served on the boards of trustees for 
Mary Hardin Baylor University and East 
Texas Baptist University for nine years each, 
and on the board of Baylor University for 
16 years. He presently serves on the board 
of directors for Mother Frances Hospital, 
Southside Bank and the Robert M. Rogers 
Foundation. 

He and his wife, Cathy, have long 
been supporters of higher education and 
have established scholarships at Baylor 
University, East Texas Baptist University, 
TJC and four other schools. Powell has 
been influential in the TJC Foundation’s 
efforts to encourage private donations 
in support ofTJC’s Robert M. Rogers 
Nursing and Health Sciences Center. 

The Powells both graduated from Baylor 
in 1956. They have three children, Kent, 
Mike, and Lori, and three grandchildren, 
Jordan, Katie, and Matthew. 



Dr. Paul Powell 
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M’Liss Hindman 
Special Recognition 

The Special 
Recognition 
Award recognizes 
an individual 
for outstanding 
professional 
achievements, 
contributions to 
society and/or service 
to Tyler Junior 
College. 

M’Liss S. Hindman has been teaching 
speech atTJC since 1976 and has served 
the College for 30 years as the leader of 
the TJC Speech and Debate team. She has 
served as tournament director for Phi Rho 
Pi national speech and debate tournament 
for 12 years and as assistant director for 10 
years. 

Under her leadership, TJCl Speech and 
Debate team routinely scores among the 
highest junior college teams in the nation 
and regularly the team wins national 
competitions against major, four-year 
universities. 

She has received numerous forensics 
awards, including the Distinguished 
Service Award from the American Forensic 
Association in 2010, the Distinguished 
Service Award from the District 6 


American Forensic Association in 2010 and 
was named the TJC Student Senate Rick 
Diamond Excellence in Education Award 
winner in 1999 and 2010. She was named 
National Community College Educator 
of the Year by the Speech Communication 
Association in 1993, the Community 
College Educator of the Year by the Texas 
Speech Communication Association in 
1994, Educator of the Year by the Texas 
Intercollegiate Forensic Association in 1991 
and received a Distinguished Service Award 
from Phi Rho Pi in 1988. 

Just prior to the dinner, a special 
dedication ceremony was held in the 
Ornelas Residential Complex, where the 
Apache Band floor was officially renamed 
the Edwin “Pinky” Fowler Floor, in honor 
of the revered former Apache Band leader. 

In conjunction with that presentation, 
guests were offered a sneak peek at the John 
Franklin “Doc” Witt Apache Band Lounge. 

Saturday began with several groups 
holding reunions on campus. These 
reunions varied from the very casual coffee 
and social time held by the Apache Chiefs 
to an emotion-filled program put on by 
alumni association board member Wanda 
Ealey and the Brothers and Sisters alumni, 
which included a time to remember alumni 
who have passed. 


A few former Apache Band members 
met in the new John Franklin “Doc” Witt 
Apache Band Lounge, while dozens more 
braved the chilly morning at the Trinity 
Mother Frances Rose Stadium field to 
practice with the current members of the 
band. 

As usual, the most energetic of the 
reunions were the Apache Belles, including 
a special group from the 1960s, who had 
gathered to celebrate their memories and 
renew friendships. 

The annual tailgate was hosted at Rose 
Stadium, featuring barbecue from Rudy’s 
and plenty of fellowship and fun among 
the alumni. 

Black and gold were the colors of the day 
as close to 300 alumni ate, laughed and 
shared stories about their college days and 
what life has brought since. 

Many of those sat together in the newly 
designated alumni section of the stands for 
the game, rooting their Apaches to a solid 
42-24 victory over long-time rival Kilgore 
College. 

Post-game parties were hosted for former 
athletic trainers and Apache Belles, with a 
special “Rockin’ Out the ’60s” party for the 
1960s Belles reunion group. 

Don Fraser is TJC director of alumni affairs. 



M’Liss Hindman 



Apache Band, Jerry D. Bartos, gave a lead 
gift. Jerry gave to name the lounge after the 
first director ofTJC’s band programs, Doc 
Witt. 

The lounge recognizes all band directors, 
past and present, and will be officially 
dedicated when fully funded at $25,000. 
Contributions are appreciated in any 
amount, and single or aggregate gifts of 
$1,000 or more will be recognized as part 
of a permanent plaque. 

Band alumni can join together to honor 
their graduation year, instrumental section 
or special performance groups. 


Alumni and friends are encouraged 
to give to the Apache Band Heritage 
Endowment, which will provide ongoing 
funds to address priority needs for the band 
program. 

For information on various naming 
opportunities including floor wings 
and rooms, please visit tjc.edu/ 
BandHeritageEndowment or call 903-510- 
2034. 

Mitch Andrews is TJC executive director of 
advancement and alumni engagement. 
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Attractions 


Spring Musical: ‘Sweeney Todd’ 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, Feb. 26-March 1 
Wise Auditorium 

Harmony & Understanding 

Friday-Sunday, March 14-16 
Crescent City Jazz Festival 
New Orleans, La. 

TJC Jazz Festival 

7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, March 14-16 
Wise Auditorium 

Spring Choral Concert 

7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 17 
Wise Auditorium 


Theatre TJC: ‘A Gap in Generations’ 

Thursday-Sunday, April 24-27 
Jean Browne Theatre 

Dancefest 2014 

7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, April 25-26 
Wise Auditorium 

Wind Ensemble & Symphonic Band Concert 

7:30 p.m. Monday, April 28 
Wise Auditorium 

Broadway Blast 

Harmony & Understanding 
7:30 p.m. Friday, May 2 
Wise Auditorium 



For more events, go to tjc.edu/performingarts. 


















